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TO: Ms. Colleen Ryan
Docket Control
Arizona Corporation Commission

FROM: Laurie A. Woodhull
Assistant Attorney General
Environmental Enforcement Section

DATE :

RE:

September 26, 2002

APS - North Valley, Docket No. 120 /, 90008 A 09 8/Q8

Colleen - please file the attached City of Phoenix memo as a public comment in the
above-referenced file,

Thank you.

Arizona Corporation CommissionDOCKETED
226470.1

SEP 2 6 2002

-in re
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Alton J. WashlrlgMon
Deputy City Manager

Davd E. Richer:
Planning Director

SUBJECT: APS NORTH CENTRAL AL,ILI HES s1TIn-G !>'1'LlDy
.8
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we ISSUE

This report provides the Desert Preserve, open Space god Environment
Subcommittee with an update on the status of the planning Department and
Parks, Recreation, and Llbrary Departments involvemeNt with the ongoing APS
North Central Fadlltles Sltlng Study. APS is currently fn the final stages of a
public siting studytobuild new elec:tn'cal facilities to servéthe rapidly growing
population In North Phoenix and Maricopa County. Clty'statf has requested that
APS relocate or dlrnlnate some routes. and underground lines throughout the
NOrth Black Canyon Corridor and designated Sonoran Preserve areas. APS
h8sbeen unwilling to include these recommendations hstheir final report
analysis.

5ACKGRQUNg
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The APS North Central Fadiities Siting Study was established in the fall of 1999
for the purpose d locating eiectncai transmission lines throughout the north .
Black Canyon Corridor d North Phoenix. Based' on anticipated demand, the
electrical facilities required are expected to include a 238'kilovolt (kV) substation,
89 kV substations, and 230 kV and 69 kg transmission lines. The proposed new
electric ~I transmission lines and substations are expected to be needed within
the next 10-15 years. some will be required as early as 2t)01/2002.

APS and Environmental Planning Group, Inc. (EPG). have been working with
Stakeholders. property omumers. and communities within the study area as pan of
a public planning process. A community working group Comprised of 19
members, representing a cross section of the local cornrl'iunlty_ was established
to provide feedback regarding site selection. Staff fromlthe Planning Department
arid the Park. Recreation and Library Department have been involved as
representatives of the City of Phoenix. APS and their consultants have
conducted several public open houses. attended the meetings of several village
planning committees. and have met with other interested groups (including City
staff) to receive feedback, Most local public concern foWled on the protection of
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the open space throughout the area as well as thee Carefree Highway Scenic
Corridor.

The Planning and Parks, Recreation and Library Department have requested that
APS move the existing Pioneer Substation (currently loOted east of 1-1 7 at the
Carefree Highway) and all proposed 230 kV lines some tllstance to the west of
Interstate 17. This would reduce the view impact to those entering into the
jurisdiction of Phoenix. Staff also has requested that all B9kv lines proposed on
the east side of Interstate 17 be placed underground. orig some cases
eliminated altogether, due to the large amounts of Sonoran Preserve lands that
have been designated throughout the North Black CanyOn Corrdor.

In July, 2000 the city of Phoenix Sonoran Preserve Committee Mei with APS
and subsequently made a rec
corresponded with the staff recommendation .

commendation regarding tHe siting study which
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In recent meetings between APS. City staff, and the ArizOna State Land
Department (the largest landowner in the North Black Canyon Corridor) the State
has agreed with the City's proposed locetion(s) of electrical transmission
fadlltles. The State Land Department has asked that the proposed 230kV
electrical substation and all transmission lines shown on the their properties ort
the west side of' Interstate 17 be located outside the area intended for mixed use
development (commercial retail and office) where future land uses transition into
residential development approximately one half of a mile"trJ one mile west of the
freeway. I
route adjacent to 1-17, as well as 69kV routes °hrrJugh several
Sonoran Preserve on tliiafitse Ettie of Interstate I f , .

alignment of am Avenue and the eastfvvest alignment of't.Pne l\Aount3if~l Road .
. _ . _ ._-- . ___,...--*' " " " - " - ~ -
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However to date, the APS recommendation still shows a 230kV line
1 large expanses of

specifically T'TItFé"h'r8FfFl/south

It as generally agreed among city staff and the development community that now
is the time to make decisions on this process, while the Corridor is not fully
developed and infrastructure improvements (sewer _ utility. and water lines) are
being planned. North Valley Partnership. :at major stakeholder throughout North
Phoenix, has been involved in the APS process and hes"§tated general support
for the city of Phoenix proposed lJSAA_ soon to he a major
employer in the area. has recently asked for the undergrOunding of electrical
traNsmission lines adjacent to their new facilities (east s18e of interstate 17. south
of the Central Arizona Prelject Canal).

alternatives..

At some point in the near'future_ the stakeholders and property owners
throughout the North Black Canyon Corridor wail be invltéid to participate in
meetings to discuss the process. APS has agreed to prtfvide the Cry with an in-
depth analysis regarding the cost to cnnstmct the proposed above-ground lines
as
APS has estimated that-
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1 'well as the incremental (additional) costs of constructlhg underground lines.
PG ed the cost to underground lines is htsproximafely

$1 .000,000 per mile. while the cost to construct aboveground lines Eire c~st.im;ated
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at approximately $200,ooo per mile An improvement dis tr ic t could be created
that would distr ibute the incremental costs (approximately $800.000 per mile) to
underground the transmission l ines east of 1-17 in an equitable fashion among all
property owners in the corr idor, Ar izona State Lands would be excluded unti l
such time that the property transfers to pr ivate ownership, Prel iminary review
indicates the corr idor would contain approximately 10 Miles of 69kV electr ical
l ines that could be undergrounder. of these ten miles, the proposed
improvement distr ict would be implemented to help tinanitre the undergrounding
of approximately seven miles. APS should be responsible for  the remaining
three miles located along their  proposed routes running through areas of the
Sonoran Preserve (portion of the north/south -no Avenueallgnment as well  as
portions of the east/west Lone Mountain Road alignment).

Preliminary figures for acreage totals within the corr idor result in approximately
9,500 acres (which includes land within the infrastructure..l imit l ine, the Valley
Vista PCD and USAA). Ar izona State Lands (which curfiantly  owns
approximately 3.500 acres or 37%  of the land within the infrastructure l imit l ine)
would be deducted from this overall acreage unti l  such time that ownership
transfers to private property, resulting in an approximatcrnet' acreage. of 6.000
acres. with an estimated construction cost of $5.e00,000 ($7.000.000 total cost--
$1 ,400,000 APS cost for overhead lines) for the undergrOundéng of seven miles
of l ines in the corr idor. the total cost per acre throughoutthe corr idor (based on
6,000 acres) would be approximately $933 per acre FUrther reductions to this
amount would be expected with the inclusion of Arizona'*State Lands properties
made available for development and with refinements tofthe actual construction
costs.

SU M M AR Y

Because of the antic ipated high quality residential development. the protection of
designated Sonoran Preserve locations and the future employment core
envisioned for the north Black Canyon Corr idor. i t is  important that APS
implement a facil ities siting strategy that wil l address théiCity 's and Sonoran
Preserve Committee's recommendation regarding siting etudy issues

R8CQMM£8NDATION

Stiff requests the Desert Preserve. Open Space. and Environment
Subcommittee recommend that the City Council  support ' the City staffs  and the
Sdnoran Preserve Commlttee's recommendation for the siting of electr ical
transmission faci l i t ies within the area of the North Black flacon Corr idor.
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